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Outremer: Faith & Blood -
Skirmish Wargaming the
Crusades with Osprey Games

The clash of steel, the roar of battle cries, the unwavering faith fueling
both sides - the Crusades offer a rich tapestry for historical wargaming.
Osprey Publishing's "Outremer: Faith & Blood" skillfully captures this era,
providing a compelling skirmish wargame experience that delves deep
into the tactical nuances and religious fervor of the medieval conflicts.
This article will explore the game's features, gameplay, historical
accuracy, and its place within the broader world of Osprey wargames,
focusing on keywords such as Crusades wargaming, Osprey
miniature games, medieval skirmish rules, historical wargame
rules, and Outremer miniatures.

Unpacking the Outremer: Faith & Blood
Experience

"Outremer: Faith & Blood" isn't just another historical wargame; it's a
carefully crafted simulation of the conflicts between the Crusader states
and their Muslim opponents. Osprey, known for its detailed historical
publications, leverages this expertise to produce a game brimming with
period detail. The rules are designed to be accessible to both newcomers
to wargaming and seasoned veterans alike. The game emphasizes
tactical decision-making within the context of the historical reality of the
Crusades. Instead of large-scale battles, "Outremer" focuses on smaller,
more intensely fought skirmishes - from desperate sieges to lightning-
fast raids. This intimate scale allows players to truly appreciate the
individual actions and their impact on the broader conflict.

### Historical Accuracy and Immersion

One of the strengths of "Outremer: Faith & Blood" lies in its commitment
to historical accuracy. Osprey's research shines through in the unit types,
equipment, and even the terrain considerations. Players can command
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units representing the various factions involved in the Crusades, from the
Knights Templar and Hospitaller to the Saracen armies. The rules
themselves reflect the tactical realities of the period, emphasizing the
importance of terrain, morale, and leadership. The game also includes
rules reflecting the religious zeal that fueled these conflicts, offering
strategic considerations beyond simple military prowess.

Gameplay and Mechanics: A Deep Dive into
Medieval Combat

The game mechanics are designed to be both elegant and engaging. The
core system uses a d6 dice-rolling system, coupled with unit stats
reflecting their historical capabilities. Combat is resolved through a series
of relatively simple steps, yet the strategic depth emerges from careful
consideration of unit positioning, terrain exploitation, and special abilities.

The "morale" mechanic is particularly noteworthy. Unit morale can
fluctuate based on losses, battlefield events, and even the success or
failure of leadership actions. This aspect injects a realistic element of
unpredictability, underscoring the brutal and often chaotic nature of
medieval warfare. Successful commanders must not only plan effective
tactical maneuvers but also maintain the spirit and fighting ability of their
troops. It's this attention to morale that makes each game a unique and
engaging experience.

### Using the Osprey Miniatures

While not strictly required, using Osprey's own range of miniatures
significantly enhances the immersive experience. The quality of these
miniatures is generally praised by wargamers, reflecting the detailed
research and artistry that characterize Osprey's work. Using these
miniatures allows players to bring the game to life on the tabletop,
creating a visually stunning and historically accurate representation of
the Crusades.

The Benefits of "Outremer: Faith & Blood"
Wargaming

Beyond simple entertainment, "Outremer: Faith & Blood" offers several
tangible benefits.

e Historical Learning: Playing the game provides a valuable and
engaging way to learn about the Crusades. Players are forced to
confront the tactical and strategic challenges faced by the armies of
the period, gaining a deeper understanding of the historical context.

e Strategic Thinking: The game fosters strategic thinking and
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decision-making skills. Players must carefully plan their moves,
anticipate their opponents' actions, and adapt their strategies to
changing battlefield conditions.

e Social Interaction: Wargaming is a social activity. Playing
"Outremer: Faith & Blood" offers opportunities for social interaction
and camaraderie, whether playing with friends or joining a local
wargaming community.

Conclusion: A Wargame Worth Exploring

Osprey's "Outremer: Faith & Blood" stands out as a well-designed and
historically accurate skirmish wargame centered on the Crusades. Its
accessible rules, combined with its commitment to detail and immersive
gameplay, make it an excellent choice for both newcomers to wargaming
and experienced enthusiasts. The game provides an engaging way to
learn about this important period of history, hone strategic thinking skills,
and enjoy the camaraderie of tabletop gaming. Whether you're a history
buff, a seasoned wargamer, or simply looking for a challenging and
rewarding hobby, "Outremer: Faith & Blood" is a wargame worth
exploring.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Q1: What miniatures are compatible with Outremer: Faith &
Blood?

Al: While Osprey produces its own range of miniatures specifically
designed for the game, "Outremer: Faith & Blood" is compatible with
many 28mm miniatures representing medieval soldiers from the period.
The game’s rules are flexible enough to accommodate a wide variety of
miniatures, allowing players to use their existing collections or select
miniatures from other reputable manufacturers.

Q2: What is the approximate playtime for a game of Outremer:
Faith & Blood?

A2: Playtime varies depending on the size and complexity of the scenario,
but most games last between 1-3 hours. This makes it ideal for a gaming
session during an evening or weekend.

Q3: Is the game suitable for beginners?

A3: Yes, the rules are designed to be relatively straightforward and easy
to learn, making it an accessible entry point into the world of historical
wargaming. The rulebook provides clear explanations and examples,
making it easy for new players to quickly grasp the core mechanics.
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Q4: Where can | purchase Outremer: Faith & Blood?

A4: The game is widely available from online retailers specializing in
wargames and hobby supplies, as well as from many local game stores.
Osprey's website is also a good place to check for availability and to find
additional resources and information.

Q5: What expansion packs are available for Outremer: Faith &
Blood?

A5: Osprey often releases expansions for its wargames, and "Outremer:
Faith & Blood" may receive additional scenarios, units, or rules updates.
It's worth checking Osprey's website or wargaming retailers for any
expansions that may have been released.

Q6: What makes this game different from other Crusader-themed
wargames?

A6: "Outremer: Faith & Blood" focuses on the skirmish scale, allowing for
a more detailed and tactically nuanced representation of the battles.
Other games might concentrate on larger-scale battles, which can often
simplify tactical choices. The game also emphasizes morale and
leadership elements, making it a more realistic simulation of medieval
warfare.

Q7: Are there any online communities dedicated to Outremer:
Faith & Blood?

A7: Many online forums and social media groups are dedicated to Osprey
wargames and historical wargaming in general. Searching online for
“Outremer Faith & Blood” will likely lead to communities where players
discuss the game, share tactics, and find opponents.

Q8: What type of terrain is best suited for playing Outremer:
Faith & Blood?

A8: Varied terrain greatly enhances the gameplay. Using terrain features
such as hills, buildings, and forests reflects the historical landscapes and
adds a crucial tactical dimension. Many wargaming stores sell pre-made
terrain, or players can construct their own using readily available
materials.

Outremer: Faith and Blood - A Deep Dive
into Osprey's Skirmish War game of the
Crusades

The thrilling world of historical war gaming has acquired a significant
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increase with Osprey Publishing's introduction of "Outremer: Faith and
Blood," a skirmish war game concentrated on the chaotic era of the
Crusades. This game isn't just about throwing dice and moving miniature
fighters; it's a deep experience into the intricate social interactions of the
Sacred Land during the 12th and 13th centuries. This article will explore
the game's attributes, processes, and its success in transporting this
captivating epoch to life on the tabletop.

The game's essence lies in its elegant yet accessible regulations. Osprey
has expertly balanced historical accuracy with enjoyability. Unlike some
larger-scale war games that can swamp novices, "Outremer: Faith and
Blood" allows players to rapidly comprehend the basic principles and
commence playing almost directly. The round-based system is
straightforward, centering on squad deployment and settlement of
combat.

The game's potency resides not only in its simple rules, but also in its
focus to precision. The troops themselves are carefully represented,
showing the varied armament and strategies of the period. You'll meet
not just warriors, but also sergeants, marksmen, footmen, and even
supporting units such as light cavalry and spiritual orders. Each unit
possesses unique benefits and weaknesses, forcing players to tactically
deploy their troops and adjust their strategies based on the
circumstances.

Furthermore, the system contains several engaging aspects that
contribute intricacy and replayability. Morale plays a crucial part, with
units possibly routing if they endure substantial losses. Terrain also
significantly influences battle, with rough land giving protection and
slowing progression. The inclusion of specific rules for besiegement
fighting further betters the system's realistic atmosphere.

Beyond the gameplay, "Outremer: Faith and Blood" stands out in its
packaging. The elements are superior, with nicely maps, accurate figures,
and readable rules. The graphics conveys the mood of the campaigns
perfectly, moving the player back to this intense yet interesting period.

In summary, Osprey's "Outremer: Faith and Blood" is a remarkable
success in skirmish wargame development. Its mix of easy system,
historical detail, and interesting play creates it an excellent beginning to
the hobby for beginners and a desirable enhancement to the holdings of
seasoned wargamers alike. The game offers a rich exploration of the
Crusades, enabling players to experience this critical period in the past.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. What experience is needed to play? No prior wargame experience
is necessary. The rules are designed to be easy to learn and intuitive.
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2. What miniatures are needed? The game is compatible with 28mm
miniatures of the appropriate period. You will need to purchase these
separately.

3. How long does a game typically last? Game length varies
depending on the scenario, but usually falls between 1-3 hours.

4. Is the game historically accurate? Osprey has strived for historical
accuracy in representing units, equipment, and tactics of the period.
While some abbreviations have been made for gameplay purposes, the
overall representation is considered to be extremely accurate.

5. Where can | purchase the game? "Outremer: Faith and Blood" is
available from Osprey Publishing directly, as well as from most major
hobby game retailers both online and in physical stores.
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