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How to Tighten the Chain on Your 2005
Kawasaki KFX 50 ATV
Maintaining your Kawasaki KFX 50 ATV is crucial for its longevity and your safety. One of
the essential maintenance tasks is ensuring your drive chain remains properly tensioned. A
slack chain can lead to premature wear, skipping, and even breakage, potentially resulting
in a dangerous riding experience. This comprehensive guide will walk you through how to
tighten the chain on your 2005 Kawasaki KFX 50 ATV, covering everything from identifying
the need for adjustment to the proper procedure. We'll also explore related topics such as
KFX 50 chain lubrication, checking chain slack, and chain replacement.

Identifying a Loose Chain on Your Kawasaki KFX 50
Before diving into the tightening process, it's essential to accurately assess whether your
chain actually needs adjustment. A loose chain exhibits several telltale signs:

Excessive Sag: The most obvious sign. Measure the chain slack using the method
described below. More than the manufacturer's specified amount (usually found in
your owner's manual, typically around 1-1.5 inches) indicates the chain is too loose.
Chain Noise: A slapping or clicking sound from the chain, particularly at higher
speeds, points to excessive slack. This noise is caused by the chain slapping against
the swingarm or chain guide.
Difficulty Shifting: A loose chain can interfere with proper shifting, making it hard
to select gears smoothly.
Premature Wear: A continuously loose chain will wear down the sprockets and the
chain itself much faster than a properly tensioned one. This will lead to increased
maintenance costs and a shorter lifespan for your drive components.

Measuring Chain Slack: A Crucial Step Before
Tightening
Before you even think about adjusting your 2005 Kawasaki KFX 50's chain, accurately
measuring the slack is paramount. This prevents over-tightening, which can damage your
ATV's components.
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Here's how to do it:

1. Locate the mid-point: Find the midpoint of the chain run between the front and rear
sprockets.

2. Measure the sag: Lift the chain at the midpoint. The amount of vertical movement
should fall within the manufacturer's specifications. Typically, this is between 1 and 1.5
inches for the KFX 50. If it exceeds this, your chain needs tightening.

How to Tighten the Chain on Your 2005 Kawasaki KFX
50 ATV: A Step-by-Step Guide
Now that you've confirmed your chain needs tightening, follow these steps:

1. Secure the ATV: Use a jack or paddock stand to lift the rear of the ATV securely.
Ensure the ATV is stable and won't roll.

2. Locate the Adjuster Bolts: The KFX 50's chain adjusters are usually located on the
swingarm. They consist of two bolts on each side. These bolts allow you to change the
distance between the swingarm and the axle, thereby adjusting the chain tension.

3. Loosen the Lock Nuts: Use a wrench to loosen the lock nuts on both adjuster bolts.
These nuts secure the adjuster bolts in place.

4. Tighten the Adjuster Bolts: Using a wrench, simultaneously tighten both adjuster
bolts, pulling the swingarm back and taking up the slack in the chain. Make small
adjustments and re-check the chain slack frequently to prevent over-tightening.

5. Tighten the Lock Nuts: Once the chain slack is within the manufacturer's specified
range, tighten the lock nuts on both adjuster bolts.

6. Double Check: Once tightened, double-check the chain slack again to ensure it's within
the correct range.

7. Lubricate the Chain: After adjusting, apply chain lubricant to the entire chain length.
This will help reduce friction and prolong the life of the chain.

KFX 50 Chain Lubrication: Protecting Your Investment
Proper lubrication is vital to extending the life of your chain. Using a high-quality chain
lubricant designed for off-road vehicles is recommended. Apply the lubricant after every
few rides or whenever you notice the chain becoming dry. Remember to clean the chain
before lubricating to remove dirt and debris. This will ensure the lubricant adheres properly
to the chain links. Neglecting chain lubrication will accelerate wear and tear.
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When to Replace Your Kawasaki KFX 50 Chain
Even with proper maintenance, your chain will eventually wear out and need replacement.
Signs of a worn-out chain include:

Excessively stretched links: This will result in a chain that cannot be tightened
properly.
Rusty or corroded links: Rust reduces the chain's strength and increases the risk
of failure.
Broken or missing rollers: This is a clear indication of severe wear and the chain
needs to be replaced immediately.
Stiff or kinked links: These will interfere with smooth running and may cause the
chain to break.

Replacing the chain is best done with the sprockets as a set (chain, front sprocket, and
rear sprocket) to ensure optimal performance and longevity.

Conclusion
Maintaining the proper chain tension on your 2005 Kawasaki KFX 50 ATV is critical for safe
and efficient operation. By regularly checking chain slack and performing the adjustments
outlined above, you'll significantly prolong the lifespan of your chain, sprockets, and other
drive components. Remember to regularly lubricate your chain and replace it when
necessary to prevent costly repairs and ensure a smooth ride.

FAQ: Addressing Your Kawasaki KFX 50 Chain
Concerns
Q1: How often should I check my KFX 50 chain?

A1: Ideally, you should inspect your chain before every ride. Pay close attention to slack,
noise, and visual signs of wear. More frequently if riding in dirty or muddy conditions.

Q2: What type of chain lubricant should I use for my Kawasaki KFX 50?

A2: Use a high-quality chain lubricant specifically designed for off-road use. This type of
lubricant is designed to withstand mud, dirt, and water, providing better protection and
longevity compared to ordinary lubricants.

Q3: Can I over-tighten the chain on my KFX 50?

A3: Yes, over-tightening can put excessive stress on the chain, sprockets, and other drive
components, potentially leading to damage or premature wear. Always follow the
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manufacturer's specifications for chain slack.

Q4: What happens if I ride with a too-loose chain?

A4: A loose chain can skip, causing inconsistent power delivery, damage to sprockets, and
even chain breakage. It can also negatively impact your ability to shift gears smoothly.

Q5: How do I know when to replace my chain and sprockets?

A5: Replace your chain and sprockets as a set when you notice excessive wear, such as
worn-out links, rust, broken rollers, or when you cannot tighten the chain sufficiently due
to stretching. Inspect them carefully, and consult your owner's manual for wear limits.

Q6: Can I adjust the chain tension without a jack or stand?

A6: While technically possible, it's strongly discouraged. Working under a lifted ATV
without proper support is dangerous and could result in injury. Use a jack or paddock stand
for safety.

Q7: My chain keeps getting loose, even after adjusting it. What could be the
problem?

A7: This could indicate worn sprockets, a stretched chain, or a problem with the chain
adjusters themselves. Inspect your sprockets for excessive wear and check your adjusters
for any damage or binding. If the problem persists, consider consulting a professional
mechanic.

Q8: Where can I find a replacement chain for my 2005 Kawasaki KFX 50?

A8: You can find replacement chains at your local Kawasaki dealership, an ATV parts
retailer, or online. Make sure to specify the correct chain size and type for your ATV model
when ordering a replacement.

How to Tighten the Chain on a 2005 Kawasaki KFX 50
ATV
Maintaining your off-road vehicle's chain is crucial for optimal performance and reliable
use. A baggy chain can lead to serious problems , from jumping sprockets to harming the
whole drivetrain. This how-to focuses specifically on the 2005 Kawasaki KFX 50, a popular
choice for young riders, outlining the steps needed to correctly adjust chain tension . This
isn't just about addressing a defect; it's about understanding the system and preventing
future troubles .

Before we jump into the process, let's understand why chain adjustment is so essential .
Imagine a bicycle chain: if it’s too slack , it’ll sway, preventing efficient power conveyance.
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The same idea applies to your KFX 50. A loose chain will result in increased wear and tear
on the gears , and can even result in the chain to derail , potentially causing a fall.

Tools You'll Need:

Before you start, gather the necessary tools. You'll need:

A wrench of the correct size for the rear wheel tensioning nuts .
A measuring tool to guarantee correct chain tightness.
A jack or stand to elevate the rear of the ATV . Safety is paramount – under no
circumstances work under a vehicle that is not properly supported.
work gloves to shield your extremities.
goggles to protect your eyes from debris .
a service manual specific to your 2005 Kawasaki KFX 50 will prove invaluable and
provide diagrams and detailed specifications.

Step-by-Step Guide:

1. Secure the ATV: Lift the rear of the ATV using a jack and reliably support it. Ensure the
ATV is stable and cannot move. Check your service manual for exact jacking points.

2. Locate the Axle Adjusters: The axle adjusters are located on the rear axle . They’re
usually large bolts that allow you to adjust the distance between the rear wheel and the
chassis.

3. Measure Chain Slack (Optional): Use a chain tension gauge or measuring tape to
measure the chain slack. Your owner's manual will specify the proper amount of slack,
usually measured in inches or centimeters. This is a critical step to ensure that the chain
isn't too taut or too slack .

4. Adjust the Axle Adjusters: Unfasten the axle adjusters somewhat to allow for
repositioning of the rear wheel . Twist the adjusters equally to maintain balance . Tighten
the axle adjusters once the intended chain tension is reached .

5. Check Wheel Alignment: Ensure that the rear wheel is properly aligned. If not, make
small adjustments to straighten the wheel.

6. Re-check Chain Tension: After fastening the axle adjusters, re-check the chain slack .
Make any required further adjustments until you achieve the stated level of slack.

7. Tighten Axle Nuts: Once the chain is properly adjusted, secure the axle nuts tightly
using a socket wrench if possible. This is crucial to preclude the wheel from falling loose.

8. Lower the ATV: Carefully lower the ATV to the surface.

9. Test Ride (Important): Take a brief test ride to verify that the chain is working
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correctly . Listen for any strange sounds .

Conclusion:

Maintaining the ideal chain tightness on your 2005 Kawasaki KFX 50 is critical for reliable
operation and to extend the durability of your quad's drivetrain. By following the steps
outlined above, you can easily carry out this important upkeep task. Remember to always
prioritize safety and consult your owner's manual for specific instructions and parameters .

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Q1: How often should I check my KFX 50's chain tension?

A1: It's recommended to check your chain tension before every excursion, especially after
riding in challenging terrain.

Q2: What happens if my chain is too tight?

A2: A chain that is too tight can damage the chain itself, the sprockets , and the bushings
of the powertrain, resulting in early wear and tear and possible failure.

Q3: What happens if my chain is too loose?

A3: A loose chain will slip on the gears , reducing power transmission and potentially
leading to a chain breakage .

Q4: Can I use WD-40 to lubricate my chain?

A4: No. WD-40 is a degreaser , not a grease. Use a suitable chain lubricant designed for
off-road situations.
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