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Battleground Chicago: The Police and the 1968
Democratic National Convention – A Deep Dive into
Frank Kusch's Account
The tumultuous year of 1968 witnessed a clash of ideologies and a boiling point of social unrest, nowhere more
intensely than in Chicago during the Democratic National Convention. Frank Kusch's 2008 paperback, *Battleground
Chicago: The Police and the 1968 Democratic National Convention*, offers a compelling and detailed account of this
pivotal moment in American history, focusing particularly on the role of the Chicago Police Department and the violent
confrontations that unfolded. This exploration delves into Kusch's work, analyzing its key themes, historical context,
and lasting impact, touching upon key aspects like police brutality, anti-war protests, the 1968 election, and
political policing.
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The Historical Context: A Nation Divided
Kusch's book provides crucial context for understanding the events surrounding the 1968 Democratic National
Convention. The nation was deeply divided. The Vietnam War raged, fueling widespread anti-war sentiment and
protests. The assassinations of Martin Luther King Jr. and Robert F. Kennedy had further exacerbated social tensions,
leaving a nation grappling with grief and outrage. Chicago, a city already grappling with racial tensions and a history of
police misconduct, became the stage for a dramatic confrontation between protesters and authorities. This backdrop is
essential to comprehending the intensity and violence described in *Battleground Chicago*. Understanding the 1968
election context further highlights the stakes of the convention and the significance of the events that unfolded.

Kusch's Narrative: Police Brutality and the Suppression of Dissent
Kusch's narrative doesn't shy away from portraying the brutal actions of the Chicago Police Department during the
convention. The book details the violent clashes between police and protestors, focusing on the police's aggressive
tactics, including the use of excessive force, indiscriminate beatings, and the targeting of peaceful demonstrators. The
author meticulously documents the events, weaving together eyewitness accounts, official reports, and journalistic
coverage to paint a picture of a police force seemingly determined to suppress dissent, regardless of the protesters'
intentions. This detailed depiction of police brutality forms the core of Kusch's argument.

### The Role of Mayor Richard J. Daley

Kusch also sheds light on the role of Mayor Richard J. Daley, a powerful and controversial figure in Chicago politics. The
book suggests that Daley, aware of the potential for unrest, actively encouraged a heavy-handed police response. This
analysis explores the political machinations and the strategic decisions that contributed to the violence, highlighting
the intersection of local politics and national events.
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Beyond the Police: Exploring Multiple Perspectives
While *Battleground Chicago* rightly focuses on the actions of the Chicago Police Department, it doesn't offer a solely
anti-police perspective. Kusch acknowledges the diverse motivations and tactics of the protesters, ranging from
peaceful demonstrators to more radical groups. This nuanced approach allows for a more comprehensive
understanding of the complex dynamics at play. The book provides a glimpse into the diverse array of motivations
behind the protests, ranging from concerns about the Vietnam War to broader calls for social justice. This multi-faceted
look at the situation allows for a richer, more accurate representation of the events of 1968. It moves beyond simply
labelling everyone as "protester" and instead analyzes the range of individuals and groups present, from the anti-war
protests organized to the spontaneous reactions to police actions.

Legacy and Lasting Impact: A Turning Point in American History
*Battleground Chicago* isn't just a historical recounting; it's a reflection on the broader social and political ramifications
of the 1968 Democratic National Convention. The events in Chicago, particularly the graphic depiction of police
brutality, significantly impacted public opinion, contributing to the growing disillusionment with the government and
the war in Vietnam. Kusch's work serves as a reminder of the importance of peaceful protest and the need for
accountability when law enforcement engages in excessive force. The book's lasting impact lies in its ability to
contextualize contemporary debates surrounding police brutality and the rights of protestors. The narrative resonates
powerfully with current discussions on social justice and political policing, highlighting the enduring relevance of the
events of 1968.
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Conclusion
Frank Kusch's *Battleground Chicago* offers a vital and nuanced account of a pivotal moment in American history. By
focusing on the role of the Chicago Police Department, Kusch illuminates the complexities of the 1968 Democratic
National Convention, highlighting the interplay between police brutality, political maneuvering, and widespread social
unrest. The book's enduring value lies in its ability to connect the past to the present, prompting critical reflection on
the ongoing struggle for social justice and the importance of accountable policing. It serves as a crucial reminder of the
lessons learned and the continued need for vigilance against excessive force and the suppression of dissent.

FAQ
Q1: What is the central argument of *Battleground Chicago*?

A1: The central argument revolves around the Chicago Police Department's excessive use of force and its role in
suppressing dissent during the 1968 Democratic National Convention. Kusch argues that the police response was
disproportionate and contributed significantly to the violence that unfolded.

Q2: What primary sources does Kusch utilize in his book?

A2: Kusch draws upon a wide array of primary sources, including police reports, eyewitness accounts from protesters
and police officers, media coverage from the time, and official government documents. This multi-faceted approach
allows him to build a comprehensive and detailed narrative.

Q3: How does *Battleground Chicago* relate to contemporary issues?
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A3: The book's relevance to contemporary issues is significant. The events depicted, particularly the instances of police
brutality and the suppression of protest, resonate strongly with current debates surrounding police accountability,
racial justice, and the rights of protestors. It offers valuable historical context to these ongoing conversations.

Q4: Was the violence at the 1968 DNC solely the fault of the police?

A4: No, Kusch's account avoids simplistic narratives. While heavily criticizing police actions, he acknowledges the
presence of various groups among the protesters, with differing levels of militancy and intentions. The violence was a
complex interplay of factors, not solely attributable to the police.

Q5: What impact did the events in Chicago have on the 1968 election?

A5: The violence at the convention negatively impacted the Democratic Party's image. The chaotic scenes
overshadowed the nominating process and contributed to a sense of national division and uncertainty, impacting the
broader political landscape of the election.

Q6: Is *Battleground Chicago* a biased account?

A6: While the book presents a critical perspective on the Chicago Police Department's actions, it strives for a balanced
presentation by incorporating various perspectives and utilizing diverse sources. However, the reader should always be
aware of the author's perspective and engage critically with the information presented.

Q7: How does Kusch's book compare to other accounts of the 1968 DNC?

A7: Kusch's book stands apart by its specific focus on the Chicago Police Department's role and its meticulous
documentation of police actions. While other accounts cover the broader political context, Kusch’s in-depth analysis of
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police brutality and its consequences distinguishes his work.

Q8: What are the key takeaways from reading *Battleground Chicago*?

A8: Key takeaways include a deeper understanding of police brutality in the context of social and political unrest, the
importance of accountable policing, the lasting impact of the 1968 events on American political culture, and the
complexities inherent in social movements and police responses to protest.

Chicago '68: A City Under Siege – Frank Kusch's Account of Police and
Politics
Frank Kusch's 2008 paperback, "Battleground Chicago: The Police and the 1968 Democratic National Convention,"
offers a engrossing perspective at a pivotal moment in American history. The book delves into the tumultuous events
surrounding the 1968 Democratic National Convention in Chicago, showcasing the intense showdowns between
protesters, the Chicago Police Department (CPD), and the governmental authorities. It's not merely a narrative of
unrest; it's a meticulous investigation of the political, social, and strategic factors that resulted in the infamous "police
riot." Kusch's work is essential for grasping the aftermath of this historic period, illuminating the complexities of police
power and the ferment of the Civil Rights era.

The book's power lies in its comprehensive methodology. Kusch doesn't simply provide a chronological account;
instead, he connects together various perspectives. He draws upon first-hand accounts, police records, news reporting,
and research works to build a vibrant portrait of the events. This multi-layered approach allows the reader to
understand the varied motivations and ideologies of the various players involved, from the activist groups
demonstrating the Vietnam War and the Democratic Party establishment to the stressed CPD officers battling to
preserve peace.



Battleground Chicago The Police And The 1968 Democratic National Convention Paperback 2008 Author Frank Kusch

Battleground Chicago The Police And The 1968 Democratic National Convention Paperback 2008 Author Frank Kusch
7

Kusch's analysis of the CPD's part is particularly enlightening. He shows the force's past of controversial tactics and the
pressures within its ranks. He argues that the force's response was not merely a consequence of uncontrolled force, but
rather a result of entrenched cultural pressures. The prior animosity between the police and certain groups of the
Chicago community is carefully analyzed.

Furthermore, the book skillfully connects the events in Chicago to the wider framework of the late 1960s. The
heightened social and political turmoil across the nation, fueled by the Vietnam War and the Civil Rights Movement,
provided a ripe ground for the showdowns in Chicago. Kusch demonstrates how the meeting became a central location
for expressing discontent, and how the police response intensified problems.

The book's writing style is clear, making the complicated events simple to grasp. While detailed, it avoids devolving
overly technical. Kusch's skill to interweave together individual stories with broader historical analyses is a major
strength of the work. The book serves as a powerful lesson of the importance of grasping the historical background in
which happenings unfold.

In conclusion, "Battleground Chicago" is a important resource for anyone fascinated in the history of the late 1960s,
police violence, and the intersection of government and public demonstrations. It's a thought-provoking exploration
that probes our perception of power, violence, and the role of law enforcement in a free society.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. What is the central argument of Kusch's book? Kusch argues that the police response to the 1968 Democratic
National Convention protests wasn't simply a spontaneous outburst of violence, but rather the culmination of long-
standing tensions between the Chicago Police Department and certain segments of the population, exacerbated by the
broader social and political climate of the time.
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2. What sources does Kusch use in his book? Kusch utilizes a range of sources, including eyewitness accounts,
police records, media coverage, and scholarly research to create a complex portrayal of the events.

3. How does the book relate to contemporary issues? The book's analysis of police violence, civic conflict, and
the part of the media is highly pertinent to contemporary discussions about policing, civil justice, and the dynamic
between control and opposition.

4. What is the overall tone of the book? The tone is impartial yet engaging, allowing the reader to develop their
own opinions based on the facts given.
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