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The  Art  of  Star  Wars:
The  Force  Awakens  –  A
Reddit Deep Dive
The  release  of  Star  Wars:  The  Force  Awakens
ignited a firestorm of discussion, and nowhere
was  this  more  vibrant  than  on  Reddit.  This
article explores the fascinating digital tapestry
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woven by fans on various subreddits, focusing on
the  artistry  displayed  in  the  film,  the
insightful analyses, and the passionate debates
that unfolded – a true testament to the enduring
power of the Star Wars universe. We will delve
into the visual effects, the character designs,
the set design, and the overall aesthetic, as
seen through the lens of the Reddit community.

Visual  Effects  and  Practical
Effects: A Reddit Retrospective
One of the most frequently discussed aspects of
*The Force Awakens* on Reddit, particularly in
s u b r e d d i t s  l i k e  r / S t a r W a r s  a n d
r/StarWarsSpeculation, was the blend of practical
and visual effects. Many users lauded the film's
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commitment  to  practical  sets  and  miniatures,
contrasting  it  with  the  heavily  CGI-dependent
prequels.  Discussions  frequently  centered  on
specific  scenes,  analyzing  how  the  effects
contributed to the overall feel and atmosphere.
For example, the detailed craftsmanship of the
Millennium Falcon's interior, a key element often
praised,  generated  numerous  threads  showcasing
high-resolution  images  and  behind-the-scenes
glimpses.  The  debates  often  involved  comparing
the level of detail and realism achieved compared
to  previous  installments,  highlighting  the
techniques  and  resulting  impact  on  the  viewer
experience. The subreddit discussions provided a
unique  platform  for  comparing  fan  theories  on
production choices and their effect on the film's
overall success.
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### The "Practical vs. Digital" Debate

The  ongoing  debate  on  the  relative  merits  of
practical  versus  digital  effects  became  a
recurring theme. Some users argued that practical
effects, even with their limitations, provided a
tangible realism and tactile quality that digital
effects  often  lacked.  Others  acknowledged  the
impressive advances in CGI but still preferred
the "old-school" approach for certain aspects of
filmmaking.  This  led  to  lively  discussions
analyzing  specific  scenes  and  dissecting  the
techniques used, providing a fascinating insight
into the artistic choices made by the filmmakers.
This intricate analysis, largely driven by user
contributions and linked resources, transformed
Reddit  into  a  virtual  classroom  for  film
enthusiasts.
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Character  Design  and  Costume:
Reddit's Artistic Appreciation
Reddit  users  engaged  extensively  with  the
character  design  and  costumes  in  *The  Force
Awakens*.  Discussions  often  focused  on  the
evolution of classic characters like Han Solo and
Luke  Skywalker,  comparing  their  appearances  in
the original trilogy with their portrayals in the
sequel. New characters like Rey, Kylo Ren, and
Finn generated intense speculation and analysis
of their costumes and backstories. Detailed image
analysis  and  comparison  with  concept  art
frequently  appeared,  revealing  the  creative
process and artistic decisions behind the final
look of these iconic figures. These discussions
highlighted  the  costume  design's  role  in
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conveying  character  personality  and  narrative
arc,  forming  a  rich  tapestry  of  artistic
interpretation within the online community.

Set  Design  and  Locations:
Exploring  the  Galaxy  Far,  Far
Away
The unique and varied locations featured in *The
Force Awakens* fueled countless Reddit threads.
From  the  desolate  Jakku  to  the  imposing
Starkiller  Base,  the  film's  breathtaking
landscapes  generated  intense  interest  and
discussion.  Users  often  shared  their
interpretations  of  the  environments'  symbolism
and  significance  to  the  story.  High-resolution
images and behind-the-scenes information helped
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to illuminate the creative process involved in
designing  and  constructing  these  fantastical
worlds. The sheer diversity of environments, and
the effective blending of practical locations and
digital enhancements, became a central point of
discussion  regarding  the  film's  visual
achievements. This collaborative discussion made
Reddit  an  invaluable  platform  for  appreciating
the scale and depth of the film's world-building.

Fan  Art  and  Creative
Contributions:  A  Showcase  of
Reddit  Talent
Beyond analyzing the official art of *The Force
Awakens*,  Reddit  served  as  a  platform  for
showcasing fan creativity. Numerous subreddits,
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including  r/StarWars  and  r/ImaginaryCharacters,
featured  extensive  collections  of  fan  art,
ranging from digital paintings and drawings to
intricate sculptures and cosplay creations. These
artistic  expressions  frequently  drew  upon  the
film's visual elements, characters, and themes,
extending  the  creative  conversation  far  beyond
the movie itself. This community-driven artistry
demonstrated  the  film's  profound  impact  on
individual creativity, solidifying its place in
popular culture.

Conclusion:  The  Enduring  Legacy
of Reddit's Artistic Dialogue
Reddit's role in fostering a rich and engaging
discussion  around  the  art  of  *Star  Wars:  The
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Force  Awakens*  is  undeniable.  The  platform
facilitated  a  dynamic  exchange  of  ideas,
critiques,  and  creative  interpretations.  The
combination  of  professional  analysis,  fan
theories,  and  original  artistic  contributions
created  a  vibrant  online  community  that
contributed  significantly  to  the  overall
appreciation  and  understanding  of  the  film’s
aesthetic achievements. The continued engagement,
years  after  its  release,  testifies  to  the
enduring power of the Star Wars franchise and the
unique  role  that  online  communities  play  in
shaping  cultural  perceptions.

FAQ
Q1: What makes the art of *The Force Awakens*
different from previous Star Wars films?
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A1:  *The  Force  Awakens*  attempted  a  balance
between  the  practical  effects  of  the  original
trilogy  and  the  CGI-heavy  approach  of  the
prequels.  Reddit  discussions  often  highlighted
the  noticeable  effort  to  incorporate  more
practical  sets  and  miniatures,  creating  a
tangible feel. The character designs also evoked
a  sense  of  nostalgia  while  introducing  fresh
elements,  leading  to  engaging  debates  on  the
balance between familiarity and innovation.

Q2:  How  did  Reddit  contribute  to  the
understanding of the film's artistic choices?

A2:  Reddit  provided  a  platform  for  fans  to
analyze specific scenes, dissect special effects,
and speculate on the creative process behind the
film's visual aspects. The collaborative nature
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of  the  discussions  allowed  for  diverse
perspectives  and  insights,  often  uncovering
hidden  details  and  enriching  the  overall
appreciation  for  the  film's  artistry.

Q3: What role did fan art play in the Reddit
discussions?

A3: Fan art became an integral part of the online
conversation,  showcasing  the  film's  impact  on
creative individuals. These works demonstrated a
deep engagement with the themes, characters, and
aesthetics of *The Force Awakens*, extending the
artistic dialogue beyond the confines of the film
itself.

Q4: How did Reddit facilitate the “practical vs.
digital” debate surrounding the film's effects?
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A4:  The  platform's  open  nature  allowed  for
extensive discussions on the merits of practical
and digital effects. Users shared high-resolution
images,  behind-the-scenes  information,  and
comparative  analyses,  leading  to  a  nuanced
understanding  of  the  artistic  trade-offs
involved.

Q5:  Were  there  any  specific  subreddits
particularly active in discussing the art of *The
Force Awakens*?

A5: Yes, r/StarWars, r/StarWarsSpeculation, and
r/ImaginaryCharacters  were  some  of  the  most
active communities engaging in discussions on the
film's visuals, character design, and fan art.

Q6: How did the discussions on Reddit influence
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perceptions of the film's overall success?

A6:  Reddit  discussions  significantly  shaped
public perception by offering diverse viewpoints
on  the  film's  artistic  merits.  The  platform
played a role in shaping critical reception by
o f f e r i n g  d e t a i l e d  a n a l y s i s  a n d  f a n
interpretation, contributing to both positive and
negative assessments.

Q7: What were some of the recurring themes in the
Reddit discussions about the film's art style?

A7:  Recurring  themes  included  the  balance  of
practical and digital effects, the evolution of
character  designs,  the  symbolism  of  set
locations, and the overall thematic consistency
between  the  new  and  old  trilogies.  These
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discussions reflected the film's intricate blend
of nostalgia and innovation.

Q8: What are the long-term implications of this
online artistic discourse on fan engagement with
future Star Wars films?

A8: The extensive online discussions fostered a
heightened  awareness  of  artistic  choices  in
filmmaking,  potentially  influencing  fan
expectations and engagement with future Star Wars
projects.  The  platform  provided  a  model  for
collaborative critique and creative engagement,
enriching the fan experience.

The Art of Star Wars: The Force Awakens Reddit: A
Deep Dive into Online Fandom

The release of Star Wars: The Force Awakens seven



The Art Of Star Wars The Force Awakens Reddit

The Art Of Star Wars The Force Awakens Reddit
15

years ago sparked a gigantic wave of discussion
across the internet. Nowhere was this more clear
than on Reddit, a platform known for its lively
and  often  intense  communities.  This  article
delves into the unique phenomenon that was (and
continues to be) the online dissection of the
film's art, as manifested through Reddit threads,
posts, and user interactions. We'll explore how
Reddit fostered a unique form of collaborative
criticism,  fan  theory  generation,  and  artistic
appreciation,  highlighting  its  impact  on  the
film’s  enduring  appeal.

The  Force  Awakens  on  Reddit:  A  Collaborative
Canvas

Reddit's  structure,  with  its  subreddit-based
organization, proved ideal for the explosion of
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Star  Wars  fandom.  Subreddits  like  r/StarWars,
r/TheForceAwakens,  and  numerous  smaller,  more
specialized  communities  became  centers  for
dialogue  surrounding  the  film's  artistic
strengths . Users uploaded their interpretations
of the film’s cinematography, costume design, set
pieces,  and  special  effects,  often  providing
extensive analyses supported by screenshots and
clips from the film. This collaborative approach
allowed for a level of engagement far beyond what
was possible through traditional film criticism.

Beyond  Simple  Reviews:  The  Depth  of  Reddit’s
Artistic Analysis

Unlike traditional film reviews which often focus
on  plot  and  narrative,  Reddit's  discussions
extended into more nuanced aspects of The Force
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Awakens’ artistic makeup . Users scrutinized the
film's visual language, pointing out the subtle
similarities  between  the  cinematography  of  The
Force Awakens and the original trilogy. The use
of  practical  effects  alongside  CGI,  the  color
palettes employed in different scenes, and the
deliberate  use  of  specific  shots  were  all
subjected to intense scrutiny and interpretation.

Fan  Theories  and  Artistic  Interpretation:  A
Symbiotic  Relationship

Reddit's role in the evolution of fan theories
was equally significant. Users theorized on the
meaning of seemingly minor details in the film's
visual design, often connecting these details to
broader  narrative  questions.  This  speculative
process not only enhanced the fan experience but
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also contributed to a deeper understanding of the
artistic choices made by the film's creators. For
instance, the recurring use of specific symbols
or color schemes could generate entire threads of
discussion,  exploring  their  potential  symbolic
significance within the broader context of the
Star Wars saga .

The  Impact  of  User-Generated  Content:  Artistic
Appreciation Amplified

Reddit also facilitated the creation and sharing
of user-generated content, ranging from fan art
inspired  by  the  film  to  highly  edited  videos
showcasing specific artistic aspects. This user-
generated content became an integral part of the
online  conversation  surrounding  the  film's
artistic merit, offering alternative perspectives



The Art Of Star Wars The Force Awakens Reddit

The Art Of Star Wars The Force Awakens Reddit
19

and amplifying the overall appreciation of the
movie's artistry.

Conclusion: Reddit, A Vital Part of The Force
Awakens' Artistic Legacy

Reddit's contribution to the understanding of The
Force Awakens' art is undeniable. It provided a
platform for collaborative criticism, fan theory
generation, and user-generated content, leading
to a far richer and more complex understanding of
the film's artistic merits than would have been
possible through traditional methods . The online
conversations  stimulated  by  Reddit  continue  to
influence how we perceive and discuss the film's
artistry, solidifying its place in the cinematic
landscape .
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: Was Reddit's influence entirely positive?

A1:  While  overwhelmingly  positive,  some
discussions on Reddit degenerated into negativity
or unproductive arguments. However, the overall
influence was significantly positive in terms of
fostering a broad and deep engagement with the
film’s artistic qualities.

Q2:  How  did  Reddit’s  discussions  compare  to
traditional  film  criticism?

A2:  Reddit  discussions  often  went  beyond  plot
summaries  and  traditional  reviews,  engaging  in
deeper  analyses  of  the  film’s  visual  style,
symbolism,  and  thematic  elements,  fostering  a
more  collaborative  and  participatory  form  of
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criticism.

Q3: How did Reddit influence the understanding of
the film’s artistry?

A3:  Reddit  allowed  for  a  diverse  range  of
interpretations  and  analyses  of  the  artistic
choices  in  The  Force  Awakens,  enriching  the
overall  understanding  and  appreciation  of  its
visual  style,  thematic  depth,  and  broader
contribution  to  the  Star  Wars  saga.

Q4: Did Reddit impact the film's success?

A4:  While  difficult  to  quantify  directly,  the
overwhelmingly positive (and sometimes critical)
discussions  on  Reddit  certainly  contributed  to
the  ongoing  dialogue  surrounding  the  film,
contributing  to  its  continued  success  .
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