Nissan Almera Manual Review

Nissan Almera Manual: A
Comprehensive Review

The Nissan Almera, particularly its manual transmission variant, offers a
compelling proposition in the budget-conscious compact car segment. This in-
depth Nissan Almera manual review will explore its features, driving experience,
fuel efficiency, and overall value, helping you decide if it's the right car for you.
We'll delve into aspects like its manual gearbox performance, Almera fuel
economy, its interior space and comfort, and compare it to competitors to
provide a well-rounded perspective. Let's dive in.
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Introduction: A Budget-Friendly Compact with a
Manual Transmission

The Nissan Almera manual stands out as a practical and affordable option in a
market dominated by automatics. While automatics offer convenience, many
drivers still prefer the engaging driving experience and potentially better fuel
economy of a manual gearbox. This review examines the strengths and
weaknesses of the Almera’s manual transmission, considering factors crucial to
the everyday driver. We'll look beyond the specifications and delve into the real-
world driving experience, providing you with an honest assessment.

Driving Experience and Performance: The Heart
of the Almera Manual

The Almera's manual transmission is smooth and predictable. Gear changes are
relatively effortless, and the clutch bite point is easily manageable, making it
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suitable for both experienced and newer manual drivers. The engine, while not
particularly powerful, delivers adequate performance for city driving and
highway cruising. Acceleration isn't breathtaking, but it's sufficient for most
everyday needs.

e Manual Gearbox Performance: The gear ratios are well-spaced,
allowing for efficient acceleration in lower gears and relaxed cruising in
higher gears. Overtaking requires a downshift, but the engine responds
adequately.

e Handling and Steering: The Almera offers surprisingly good handling for
its class. The steering is light and responsive, making it easy to maneuver
in tight spaces. However, at higher speeds, the steering feels less precise.

e Ride Comfort: The suspension is tuned for comfort, absorbing bumps and
potholes reasonably well. While not as refined as some competitors, the
ride is comfortable enough for daily commutes.
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Fuel Efficiency and Running Costs: A Key Selling
Point

One of the Almera's major strengths is its fuel economy. The manual
transmission variant typically delivers better fuel efficiency compared to its
automatic counterpart. This is largely due to the absence of power loss
associated with torque converters in automatic transmissions. Precise figures
vary based on driving style and conditions, but owners often report impressive
miles per gallon, making it a cost-effective choice for those regularly commuting
or undertaking long journeys. Its affordability also extends to maintenance, with
readily available parts and generally lower repair costs compared to premium
brands.

Interior Space, Comfort, and Features: A
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Practical Package

The Almera's interior offers ample space for both front and rear passengers.
Headroom and legroom are generous, even for taller individuals. While the
materials used aren't premium, they are durable and practical. The dashboard
layout is straightforward and easy to use. Infotainment features are basic but
functional, with a decent sound system.

e Interior Space: Sufficient space for five adults, particularly impressive for
the price point.

e Comfort Features: Air conditioning, power windows, and basic audio
systems are standard, providing comfortable and functional features.

o Safety Features: Basic safety features such as airbags and anti-lock
brakes are typically included, prioritizing occupant protection.
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Nissan Almera Manual vs. Competitors:
Standing Out in the Crowd

Compared to other budget-friendly compact cars with manual transmissions, the
Almera holds its own. It offers a competitive balance of space, fuel efficiency,
and reliability. While it may lack some of the advanced features found in more
expensive models, it provides excellent value for its price. Its strong points,
particularly its fuel efficiency and interior space, make it a stand-out option for
those prioritizing practicality and cost-effectiveness.

Conclusion: A Solid Choice for the Budget-
Conscious Driver
The Nissan Almera manual is a compelling option for budget-conscious drivers

seeking a reliable and practical compact car. Its smooth manual transmission,
impressive fuel economy, and surprisingly comfortable ride make it a strong
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contender in its class. While it might not be the most exciting car on the road, it
excels in the areas that matter most for everyday driving: affordability,
efficiency, and practicality. The Almera offers a balanced package that is difficult
to ignore within its price range, proving it offers great value for money.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Q1: What is the average fuel consumption of the Nissan Almera manual?

Al: The average fuel consumption varies based on driving style, road conditions,
and engine size, but drivers generally report impressive figures. Real-world tests
often show figures in the range of 45-55 mpg, although this can be higher or
lower depending on the factors mentioned above.

Q2: How reliable is the Nissan Almera manual transmission?

A2: Nissan generally has a good reputation for reliability, and the Almera is no
exception. Proper maintenance according to the manufacturer's schedule is
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crucial for longevity. The manual transmission, being simpler in design than an
automatic, tends to be more reliable and less prone to major issues.

Q3: Is the Nissan Almera manual suitable for long journeys?

A3: Yes, the comfortable ride and good fuel economy make the Almera suitable
for long journeys. However, it's important to consider the lack of advanced
driver-assistance systems found in more expensive vehicles.

Q4: What are the main disadvantages of the Nissan Almera manual?

A4: The Almera's primary drawbacks include its somewhat basic interior
materials, a lack of advanced safety features compared to higher-priced
competitors, and potentially less powerful engine compared to some rivals in its
segment.

Q5: Are parts for the Nissan Almera manual readily available and
affordable?

Nissan Almera Manual Review

8



Nissan Almera Manual Review

A5: Yes, parts for the Nissan Almera are generally readily available and
relatively affordable, contributing to its overall lower running costs.

Q6: How does the Nissan Almera manual compare to its automatic
counterpart?

A6: The manual variant typically offers better fuel economy than the automatic,
at the expense of convenience. The driving experience is also more engaging
with a manual transmission.

Q7: Is the Nissan Almera manual suitable for first-time drivers?

A7: The Almera's relatively light steering and easy-to-manage clutch make it a
reasonable choice for first-time manual drivers. However, professional driving
instruction is always recommended for new drivers.

Q8: What is the resale value of the Nissan Almera manual?

A8: The resale value of a used Nissan Almera is generally considered competitive
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within its segment, making it a sensible option for those considering future
resale. The model year and overall condition significantly impact resale value.

Nissan Almera Manual Review: A Deep Dive into Practicality and Performance

This analysis delves into the Nissan Almera, focusing specifically on the stick
shift variant. We'll examine its advantages and shortcomings, offering a
comprehensive opinion for potential buyers considering this affordable offering.
The Almera, often perceived as a basic vehicle, surprisingly offers a compelling
package for those searching for a dependable and economical mode of
transportation.

Engine and Performance:

The Almera's powertrain is the heart of its attraction. While not a powerhouse, it
provides sufficient performance for everyday driving. The transmission boosts
the driving sensation, offering greater control and a more connected feel
compared to its auto counterpart. The pull profile is reasonably flat, making it
easy to navigate city traffic and bypass slower vehicles on motorways. The fuel
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mileage is a substantial plus point, particularly for constant commuters. Think of
it as a frugal companion that doesn't deplete your wallet.

Handling and Ride Quality:

The Almera's driving dynamics is unexpectedly competent for a car in its
category. It's not a sports car, but it negotiates curves with decent nimbleness
and exhibits minimal body roll. The ride, however, can feel a little firm on
rougher surfaces, though this compromise is arguably acceptable considering
the improved steering. The dampers adequately mitigates most shocks, ensuring
a pleasant ride for the most part.

Interior and Features:

The interior is practical rather than luxurious. The arrangement is simple, with
easily accessible controls. Material quality is sufficient for its price range,
though don't expect premium finishes. The cabin offers sufficient space for
passengers and cargo. Features are basic but sufficient for daily use. The
infotainment interface is user-friendly and clear. While it may omit some of the
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high-tech options present in higher-priced alternatives, it gets the job done
efficiently.

Safety and Reliability:

Nissan has a good track record for durability, and the Almera is no exception. It
includes with a decent array of safety systems, including airbags and anti-skid
brakes. While it may not include the latest advanced driver-assistance systems, it
presents a safe and reliable driving environment.

Overall Verdict:

The Nissan Almera manual is a practical and reliable car that delivers good value
for money. It's not thrilling or athletic, but it steadily performs its purpose with
efficiency. For budget-conscious buyers searching for a practical vehicle with
decent fuel consumption and dependable performance, the Almera manual is a
serious competitor. Its uncomplicated design and concentration on practicality
makes it a deserving contribution to the compact car segment.
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ):

* Q: How is the fuel efficiency of the Almera manual?
e A: The Almera manual boasts excellent fuel efficiency, making it a cost-
effective option for daily commutes and longer journeys.

¢ Q: Is the Almera manual suitable for long drives?

e A: While not a luxury cruiser, the Almera manual is comfortable enough
for acceptable distances. The stiff suspension might grow slightly tiring on
extended drives over bumpy roads.

e Q: What are the main advantages of choosing the manual
transmission over the automatic?

e A: A manual transmission offers more control, better fuel mileage, and a
more interactive driving feel.

¢ Q: How is the resale value of the Almera?
e A: The Almera generally holds its value relatively well, particularly the
manual variant, making it a wise investment in the long run.
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* Q: Are there any significant drawbacks to the Almera manual?
e A: The relatively basic interior and the hard ride on uneven roads are the
most commonly mentioned disadvantages.
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