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1987 20 HP Mariner Owners Manual: A Comprehensive
Guide
Owning a classic outboard motor like a 1987 20 HP Mariner is a rewarding experience, offering years of reliable service on the
water. However, to maximize its performance and longevity, a comprehensive understanding of its operation and
maintenance is crucial. This guide delves into the intricacies of the 1987 20 HP Mariner owners manual, covering
essential aspects from routine maintenance to troubleshooting common issues. We'll also touch upon related topics such as
Mariner outboard repair, 20 HP Mariner parts, and Mercury Mariner 20 HP specifications.

Understanding Your 1987 20 HP Mariner Outboard
The 1987 20 HP Mariner, a product of Mercury Marine, represents a robust and reliable piece of marine technology. Its
relatively simple design, compared to modern outboards, makes it accessible for many DIY enthusiasts. However, accessing a
complete and accurate 1987 20 HP Mariner owners manual is paramount to proper operation and maintenance. This
manual serves as your primary resource for understanding the engine's various systems, including the fuel system,
lubrication system, cooling system, and starting system.

### Key Features and Specifications of the 1987 20 HP Mariner
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Two-stroke engine: Understanding the intricacies of a two-stroke engine is critical for maintaining your 1987 Mariner.
This means proper oil-fuel mixture preparation is essential to prevent engine damage. Your owner's manual will detail
the correct oil-to-fuel ratio.
Carbureted system: The carburetor requires regular cleaning and adjustment to ensure optimal fuel delivery and
engine performance. The manual provides instructions for carburetor maintenance and troubleshooting.
Manual starting: Unlike newer models with electric starts, the 1987 20 HP Mariner requires manual starting using the
recoil starter. The manual details the correct procedure to avoid damage to the starter mechanism.
Cooling system: The engine relies on a water-cooled system. Regular checks for impeller condition and water flow are
critical to prevent overheating and engine damage. The manual explains how to check and maintain the cooling
system.
Gearcase: The lower unit (gearcase) houses the gears and propeller. Proper lubrication and maintenance of the
gearcase are vital for longevity and smooth operation. Your manual provides guidance on gearcase maintenance and
lubrication.

Benefits of Owning a 1987 20 HP Mariner and Using the Owner's Manual
Owning a classic outboard like the 1987 20 HP Mariner offers several advantages:

Simplicity and Reliability: Its relatively straightforward design makes maintenance and repairs more manageable
than modern, electronically controlled outboards.
Affordability: Compared to newer models, older outboards often come at a lower price point, making them an
attractive option for budget-conscious boat owners.
Resale Value: Well-maintained classic outboards can retain their value over time, especially among enthusiasts.
Community Support: A dedicated online community of Mariner owners and mechanics can provide valuable support
and assistance with troubleshooting and repairs. Forums and online groups are great resources.
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However, relying solely on online resources can be unreliable. A genuine 1987 20 HP Mariner owners manual remains
your most valuable asset. It guarantees you receive accurate and manufacturer-approved information for all aspects of
operation, maintenance, and repair.

Practical Usage and Maintenance of Your 1987 20 HP Mariner
The owner's manual is not just for emergencies; it’s your everyday companion for maintaining your outboard. It will guide you
through:

Pre-operation checks: Before every use, the manual will outline essential checks, such as oil levels, fuel levels, and
the cooling system. This pre-trip inspection is crucial for preventing costly breakdowns.
Routine maintenance: The manual provides a scheduled maintenance plan that includes tasks like spark plug
replacement, impeller replacement, and lubrication. Following this schedule will significantly extend the life of your
outboard.
Troubleshooting: The manual provides a troubleshooting section to help diagnose and resolve common issues, saving
you time and potentially costly repairs.
Winterization: Proper winterization is crucial in cold climates to protect your outboard from freezing damage. The
manual details the appropriate steps for winterizing your 20 HP Mariner.

Sourcing Your 1987 20 HP Mariner Owners Manual
Finding a copy of your 1987 20 HP Mariner owners manual might require some effort. Here are some avenues to explore:

Mercury Marine website: Check the Mercury Marine website for downloadable manuals or contact their customer
service department.
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Online retailers: Websites like eBay and Amazon often sell used manuals. Be sure to check the condition and
completeness before purchasing.
Outboard repair shops: Local outboard repair shops may have access to manuals or can point you in the right
direction.
Online forums: Mariner enthusiast forums are a great place to connect with other owners who might be able to share
digital copies or suggest other sources.

Conclusion
The 1987 20 HP Mariner, while a classic outboard, requires diligent care and maintenance to ensure its longevity and
performance. The 1987 20 HP Mariner owners manual is your indispensable guide, providing detailed instructions on
operation, maintenance, troubleshooting, and more. Investing time in understanding your manual will not only prolong the
life of your engine but also enhance your enjoyment on the water. Remember that preventative maintenance is key to
avoiding costly repairs down the line.

FAQ
Q1: What is the correct fuel-oil mixture ratio for my 1987 20 HP Mariner?

A1: The exact ratio is specified in your owner's manual. However, typical ratios for two-stroke outboards of this era range
from 50:1 to 100:1 (gasoline to oil). Using the incorrect ratio can severely damage your engine. Always consult your manual
for the precise ratio recommended by Mercury Marine for your specific model.

Q2: How often should I change the impeller on my 1987 20 HP Mariner?
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A2: The frequency of impeller replacement depends on usage, but a general recommendation is to replace it annually or
every 100 hours of operation, whichever comes first. A worn-out impeller can lead to overheating and engine damage. Your
manual details the procedure for impeller replacement.

Q3: Where can I find replacement parts for my 1987 20 HP Mariner?

A3: Many online retailers and marine supply stores stock parts for older Mercury Mariner outboards. You can also try
contacting Mercury Marine directly or searching for specialized outboard parts suppliers. Having your model number readily
available will aid in finding the correct parts.

Q4: What are the signs of a malfunctioning carburetor?

A4: Symptoms of a malfunctioning carburetor can include difficulty starting, poor acceleration, rough idling, and excessive
smoking. Your manual will outline ways to diagnose and address carburetor issues.

Q5: How do I winterize my 1987 20 HP Mariner?

A5: Winterization is critical to prevent damage from freezing. Your manual will explain how to drain the engine's water
passages, flush the cooling system with antifreeze, and store the engine properly.

Q6: Is it difficult to repair a 1987 20 HP Mariner myself?

A6: While the 1987 20 HP Mariner is relatively simple compared to modern outboards, some repairs require specialized tools
and knowledge. Always consult your manual before attempting any repairs and only undertake repairs you are comfortable
with. If unsure, seek professional assistance.
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Q7: How important is regular lubrication for my outboard?

A7: Regular lubrication is crucial for minimizing wear and tear on moving parts. Your manual will specify which parts require
lubrication and the type of lubricant to use. Neglecting lubrication can lead to premature engine failure.

Q8: What should I do if my 1987 20 HP Mariner overheats?

A8: Overheating is a serious issue and can cause significant engine damage. If your engine overheats, immediately turn off
the engine and allow it to cool completely. Check the cooling system for blockages or other problems, and consult your
owner's manual for troubleshooting guidance.

Decoding the Secrets: Your 1987 20 HP Mariner Owners Manual
The period of 1987 witnessed the release of many noteworthy pieces of machinery, and among them was the powerful 20 HP
Mariner outboard motor. This write-up will delve into the essential resource that accompanied this motor: the 1987 20 HP
Mariner Owners Manual. This manual isn't just a set of instructions; it's the key to maximizing the full potential of your
outboard and ensuring its durability.

The manual itself is a illustration to the attention to detail of the age. While it might look dated by today's standards, its
content remains incredibly pertinent. It's a goldmine of knowledge for both novices and seasoned users alike.

Understanding the Manual's Structure and Content:

The 1987 20 HP Mariner Owners Manual typically adheres to a structured format. It commences with important safety
guidelines, highlighting the significance of adhering to all procedures accurately. This section often contains cautions about
potential risks associated with using the motor.
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Next, the manual delves into thorough accounts of the motor's components. This allows the operator to acquaint themselves
with the various mechanisms and their purposes. Clear diagrams and images are generally provided to assist in
understanding.

The core of the manual resides in its parts on running, maintenance, and repair. Detailed directions are given for starting the
engine, adjusting the throttle, and controlling the boat. The care section details a regular plan of inspections and steps to
guarantee the motor's best functionality. Finally, the diagnostics part provides guidance in diagnosing and fixing common
problems.

Practical Benefits and Implementation Strategies:

The 1987 20 HP Mariner Owners Manual is more than just a guide; it's a instrument for preventative upkeep. By observing the
recommended plan, you can significantly increase the lifespan of your outboard, escaping costly fixes.

The comprehensive diagnostics guidance empowers you to address minor malfunctions yourself, conserving time and capital
on expert service. This self-reliance is invaluable for those running their engine in distant locations.

Conclusion:

The 1987 20 HP Mariner Owners Manual functions as an indispensable ally to any operator of this reliable outboard. It’s a
thorough resource that allows you to securely operate your engine, execute crucial upkeep, and diagnose typical problems.
By mastering the data within, you can prolong the duration of your investment and enjoy years of reliable performance.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Q1: Where can I locate a copy of the 1987 20 HP Mariner Owners Manual?
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A1: You can try online auction sites like eBay, or contact specialized motor service businesses. Some makers' websites might
also supply copies to archived manuals.

Q2: Is it necessary to follow the maintenance plan precisely?

A2: While precise compliance is suggested, adjustments can be made based on your usage and environmental factors.
However, regular checks and care are essential for improving operation and durability.

Q3: What should I do if I experience a issue not covered in the manual?

A3: Contact a skilled watercraft technician or vendor. They possess the knowledge to identify and fix more complex
problems.

Q4: Can I employ the manual for other Mariner engine models?

A4: No. Each Mariner outboard model has a specific build and details. Using a manual for a different model could lead to
incorrect steps and potential harm to the motor.
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