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The assertion that "7 Salafi
Wahhabi bukan pengikut Salafus
Shalih" (7 Salafi Wahhabi are not
followers of the pious
predecessors) is a complex and
often debated claim within Islamic
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scholarship. This article aims to
delve into this statement, exploring
the key differences and nuances
between those who identify as
Salafi Wahhabi and the
understanding of Salafus Shalih
(the pious predecessors). We will
examine the theological,
methodological, and historical
perspectives that contribute to this
distinction, clarifying
misunderstandings and fostering a
more nuanced understanding of
this crucial topic. Keywords related
to this discussion include:
*Wahhabism, Salafism, Islamic
Theology, Ahlus-Sunnah wal
Jama'ah, and Salafi Methodology*.

Understanding
Salafus Shalih

Before examining the differences,
it's crucial to define Salafus Shalih.
The term refers to the first three
generations of Muslims - the
companions of Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him), their
immediate successors (the
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Tabi'un), and the followers of the
Tabi'un (the Tabi'ut Tabi'un). These
generations are considered by
many Muslims as a model for
authentic Islamic practice and
belief. Their understanding of
Islam, based on the Quran and
Sunnah (prophetic traditions), is
seen as the purest and most
reliable. Emphasis is placed on
adhering to their methodology
(manhaj) in understanding and
implementing Islamic teachings.
This includes a focus on the Quran
and Sunnah, understanding their
context, and avoiding later
innovations (bid'ah) which deviate
from this pristine foundation.

The Emergence of
Wahhabism and
Salafism

Wahhabism, named after the 18th-
century scholar Muhammad ibn
Abd al-Wahhab, emerged as a
reform movement within Islam. It
strongly emphasized the absolute
oneness of God (Tawhid), rejecting
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practices considered shirk
(polytheism) or bid'ah. Salafism, a
broader movement, shares this
emphasis on returning to the
pristine Islam of the Salafus Shalih.
However, Salafism encompasses a
diverse range of interpretations
and approaches, ranging from
those considered extremely
conservative to those adopting a
more moderate stance. This
diversity is often overlooked when
discussing the differences.

The Seven Points of
Divergence: 7 Salafi
Wahhabi Bukan
Pengikut Salafus
Shalih

The statement "7 Salafi Wahhabi
bukan pengikut Salafus Shalih"
often alludes to specific points of
divergence between certain groups
identifying as Salafi Wahhabi and
the understanding of the Salafus
Shalih. While pinning down seven
universally agreed-upon points is
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difficult given the diversity within
both movements, several areas of
significant disagreement
commonly surface:

e Understanding of the
Sunnah: While both groups
claim to follow the Sunnah,
differing interpretations and
methodologies of
understanding and applying
the prophetic traditions
create significant
divergences. Some groups
may prioritize specific Hadith
collections or interpretations
over others, leading to
variations in practice.

e Approach to ljtihad
(Independent Reasoning):
The Salafus Shalih engaged
in ijtihad, using reason and
intellect within the
framework of the Quran and
Sunnah. However, some
interpretations of Salafism
place heavy restrictions on
ijtihad, potentially leading to
inflexibility in addressing
contemporary issues.
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e Dealing with Differences
of Opinion: The Salafus
Shalih displayed tolerance
and respect for differing
scholarly opinions within the
framework of Islamic
jurisprudence. Some
contemporary groups,
however, may exhibit less
tolerance, viewing dissenting
viewpoints as heretical.

e Methodology of Da‘'wah
(Call to Islam): The Salafus
Shalih's da‘'wah was
characterized by wisdom,
patience, and persuasion.
However, some
contemporary groups have
been criticized for employing
aggressive or confrontational
methods.

 Political Engagement: The
Salafus Shalih were primarily
concerned with personal
piety and the propagation of
Islam. Some groups
identifying as Salafi Wahhabi
have become actively
involved in politics, leading
to accusations of exceeding
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the bounds of religious
scholarship.

 Emphasis on Specific
Doctrines: While Tawhid is
central, some groups may
excessively emphasize
specific aspects of the faith
over others, potentially
neglecting other crucial
elements of Islamic teaching
and practice found in the
actions and teachings of the
Salafus Shalih.

e Interfaith Relations: The
Salafus Shalih generally
engaged with people of other
faiths with respect and
understanding. However,
some modern groups are
characterized by a lack of
engagement or even hostility
towards other religious
communities.

Reconciling
Differences and
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Fostering
Understanding

It's important to avoid broad
generalizations. The complexities
within both Salafism and
Wahhabism are vast. Many
individuals identify as Salafi or
Wahhabi who genuinely strive to
emulate the Salafus Shalih.
However, the statement "7 Salafi
Wahhabi bukan pengikut Salafus
Shalih" highlights potential areas of
divergence that merit critical
examination. A return to the
original sources of Islam, utilizing
sound scholarly methodology, and
fostering respectful dialogue are
crucial steps in understanding
these complexities.

Conclusion

The debate regarding the extent to
which certain groups identifying as
Salafi Wahhabi truly embody the
spirit and practice of the Salafus
Shalih remains a significant one
within Islamic discourse. This
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article has explored potential
points of divergence, emphasizing
the need for nuance and careful
analysis. By critically examining
both historical context and
contemporary practices, we can
gain a clearer understanding of
these intricate dynamics and work
towards a more informed and
respectful engagement with
different interpretations within the
broader Islamic tradition. Focusing
on the core principles of the
Salafus Shalih - a deep
commitment to the Quran and
Sunnah, balanced scholarship, and
tolerance - can serve as a guiding
principle for all Muslims.

FAQ

Q1: Are all Wahhabis Salafi?

Al: While most Wahhabis consider
themselves Salafi, not all Salafis
are Wahhabis. Salafism is a
broader movement encompassing
a wider range of interpretations
and approaches, while Wahhabism
represents a specific school of
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thought within Salafism.

Q2: What is the difference
between Salafism and
traditional Sunni Islam?

A2: The key difference lies in the
emphasis. Salafism emphasizes a
return to the practices and beliefs
of the Salafus Shalih. Traditional
Sunni Islam, while also valuing the
Salaf, also incorporates centuries
of scholarly development and
jurisprudence. The degree of
emphasis on the pristine sources
differs.

Q3: Is it fair to criticize all
groups identifying as Salafi
Wahhabi based on the actions
of a few?

A3: No, it is not. Generalizations
are dangerous and unfair. Critiques
should be directed towards specific
actions and beliefs, avoiding
sweeping condemnations of entire
groups.

Q4: How can | learn more about
the Salafus Shalih and their
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methodology?

A4: Engage with authentic classical
Islamic texts. Study the
biographies of the Salafus Shalih,
examine their interpretations of the
Quran and Sunnah, and understand
their approach to Islamic
jurisprudence. Seek guidance from
reputable scholars versed in
classical Islamic studies.

Q5: What are some resources
for further reading on this
topic?

A5: Numerous academic books and
articles address Salafism and
Wahhabism. Consult reputable
academic databases and libraries
for scholarly research on the topic.
Engage with diverse perspectives
and critically assess the
information you encounter.

Q6: How can we promote
understanding and dialogue
between different Islamic
groups?

A6: Fostering respectful dialogue,
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promoting interfaith
understanding, and engaging in
scholarly debate are crucial steps.
Emphasizing shared beliefs and
values while acknowledging and
respectfully discussing differences
can lead to greater mutual respect
and understanding.

Q7: What are the potential
dangers of rigid interpretations
of Salafism?

A7: Rigid interpretations can lead
to intolerance, rejection of
intellectual discourse, and a lack of
adaptability to contemporary
issues, potentially hindering the
progress of Muslim communities.

Q8: Can the concept of the "7
points" be considered a
universally accepted
categorization?

A8: No, the "7 points" are not
universally agreed upon as a
definitive list. It represents
common areas of disagreement
brought up in discussions but lacks
broad scholarly consensus on these
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being the *only* or *most*
important areas of difference.
Different scholars may emphasize
different points of distinction.

Seven Aspects
Where Some Self-
Proclaimed "Salafi
Wahhabi" Deviate
from the Path of the
Salafus-Shalih

The term "Salafi Wahhabi" often
sparks discussion within the Muslim
world. While many individuals and
groups identify with this label, a
crucial consideration arises: Do all
who claim this affiliation genuinely
follow the practices of the Salafus-
Shalih (the pious predecessors)?
This article explores seven key
areas where some self-proclaimed
"Salafi Wahhabi" groups or
individuals might depart from the
authentic path of the early
Muslims, highlighting the
importance of critically examining
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beliefs and actions against the
backdrop of the Quran and Sunnah.

This isn't about condemning any
specific group but rather fostering
a deeper understanding of the
Salafus-Shalih's methodology and
encouraging self-reflection within
the broader Muslim community.
The aim is to promote genuine
adherence to the teachings of
Islam, based on sound scholarly
understanding .

1. Excessive Rigidity and Lack
of Nuance: The Salafus-Shalih
were known for their sagacity and
ability to adapt religious laws to
varying circumstances. However,
some groups claiming the "Salafi
Wahhabi" label exhibit an
excessive rigidity, often lacking the
nuanced understanding that
characterized the early scholars.
They may apply inflexible
interpretations to verses and
hadiths without considering the
background , leading to harsh
judgments and practices. The true
Salafus-Shalih understood the need
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of understanding in applying
Islamic principles.

2. Emphasis on Secondary
Matters Over Essentials: The
Salafus-Shalih prioritized the core
tenets of Islam - the faith and the
obedience to the Prophet - above
all else. Some self-proclaimed
"Salafi Wahhabi" groups, however,
may prioritize secondary issues of
legal matters or matters of ritual
while neglecting the fundamental
aspects of faith and morality. This
imbalance misrepresents the true
spirit of the Salafus-Shalih's
approach.

3. Intolerance and Extremism:
The Salafus-Shalih were known for
their tolerance , endurance, and
regard for differing opinions within
the framework of Islamic
scholarship. Regrettably, some
groups claiming this lineage have
demonstrated intolerance and
extremism, resorting to aggression
or condemnation towards those
holding different beliefs or
practices. This stands in stark
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contrast to the harmonious
approach of the early Muslims.

4. Rejection of Scholarly
Consensus (ljma): The Salafus-
Shalih highly valued the scholarly
consensus (ljma) on matters of
Islamic jurisprudence. However,
some groups selectively reject the
consensus reached by reputable

scholars throughout Islamic history,

rather clinging to narrow
interpretations that may not be

widely accepted within the broader

Muslim community. This
undermining of established
scholarly opinion compromises
their claim to follow the Salafus-
Shalih.

5. Lack of Emphasis on
Spiritual Development: While
focusing on the outward aspects of
Islam, some groups may neglect
the crucial role of spiritual
development (Tazkiyatun Nafs) -

the cleansing of the heart and soul.

The Salafus-Shalih placed great
emphasis on moral character,
personal growth , and the fostering
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of virtues like humbleness,
patience , and compassion . The
lack of such emphasis reveals a
deviation from the holistic
approach of the early Muslims.

6. Excessive Focus on Politics:
While Islamic principles guide all
aspects of life, including political
affairs, some groups overly
emphasize political activism and
involvement, often to the
detriment of personal spiritual
development and communal
harmony. The Salafus-Shalih, while
active in their communities, mainly
focused on spreading the message
of Islam through peaceful means
and personal example, rather than
through political power.

7. Rejection of Beneficial
Knowledge: The Salafus-Shalih
embraced knowledge in all its
forms, seeking understanding from
various disciplines. However, some
groups display a tendency to reject
beneficial knowledge considered
outside the narrow scope of their
interpretation of Islam, limiting
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their understanding and potentially

hindering progress in various fields.

This contrasts with the open-
mindedness displayed by the early
scholars.

Conclusion:

The path of the Salafus-Shalih is a
path of piety , wisdom , and
compassion. While many groups
and individuals genuinely strive to
follow their example, it is crucial to
critically examine beliefs and
practices against the backdrop of
the Quran and Sunnah, avoiding

excessive rigidity and extremism. A

true return to the Salafus-Shalih
necessitates a holistic approach
that emphasizes both the essential
tenets of Islam and the vital role of
spiritual development. Only
through thoughtful reflection and
adherence to the core principles of
Islam can we truly emulate the
pious predecessors.

Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQs):

1. Q: Is criticizing certain
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groups claiming to be "Salafi
Wahhabi" considered
disrespectful to Islam?

A: No, critical analysis of

interpretations and practices within

the Muslim world is not inherently
disrespectful. It's about ensuring
fidelity to the Quran and Sunnah
and promoting a balanced
understanding of Islam.

2. Q: How can I discern
between genuine followers of
the Salafus-Shalih and those
who misrepresent their
teachings?

A: Studying the Quran and Sunnah
directly, consulting reputable

scholars from diverse backgrounds,

and critically evaluating groups’
actions and beliefs against the
principles of the early Muslims are
vital steps.

3. Q: What resources can help
me understand the Salafus-
Shalih better?

A: Reliable translations of the
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Quran and Hadith, biographies of
early Islamic scholars, and books
on Islamic history and
jurisprudence from respected
authors can provide valuable
insights.

4. Q: Is it possible to reconcile
different interpretations within
the Muslim world?

A: While complete agreement on
every detail may be unlikely,
fostering mutual respect, engaging
in respectful dialogue, and focusing
on shared core beliefs can help
bridge divides and promote unity
within the Muslim community.
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